
Summer Fiction for Rising Third Graders 
 

Welcome to Third Grade!  Over the summer, please read 

at least one of the fiction books on this list.  You do not 

need to read all of the books.  When we come back to 

school in August, we’ll have discussions and activities 

related to these great stories! 

 
 

Ruby Lu Brave and True by Lenore Look 
Most days the best thing about being Ruby is everything. Like when she's 

the star of a magic show or when she rides the bus to Chinatown to visit 

her grandparents. Then there are the days when it's very hard to be Ruby. 

Like when her mom suggests Chinese school on Saturdays or when her 

brother spills all of Ruby's best magician secrets. Join Ruby Lu on her 

adventures to discover your own best things about her!  If you like this 
book, check out more from the series! (summary adapted from amazon.com) 
 

Third Grade Angels by Jerry Spinelli 
George, aka "Suds," has just entered third grade.  His teacher, Mrs. 

Simms, holds a competition every month to see who should earn “the halo” - 

which student is best-behaved, kindest to others, and, in short, perfect. 

Suds is determined to be the first to earn the halo, but it’s challenging to 

be well-behaved all the time! Does he have to be good even outside of 

school? If Mrs. Simms doesn't actually see him doing a good deed, does it 

even count? If you like this book, check out Fourth Grade Rats!  (summary 
adapted from amazon.com) 
 

Mercy Watson to the Rescue by Kate DiCamillo 
To Mr. and Mrs. Watson, Mercy is not just a pig — she’s a porcine wonder. 

And to the good-natured Mercy, the Watsons are an excellent source of 

buttered toast, not to mention that buttery-toasty feeling she gets when 

she snuggles into bed with them. This is not, however, so good for the 

Watsons’ bed. BOOM! CRACK!   If you like this book, check out more from 
the series! (summary adapted from amazon.com) 



Summer Nonfiction for 

Rising Third Graders 
 

This summer, please also read at least two 

short nonfiction books.  You can choose any 

topic that interests you, or even read books 

related to your summer activities!  Need a 

suggestion?  Check out Mrs. Walker’s and 

Mr. Leggatt’s favorite nonfiction picture 

books! 
 

Some of our favorites: 
 Island: A Story of the Galapagos by Jason Chin 

 Bones: Skeletons and How they Work by Steve Jenkins 

 Never Smile at a Monkey: And 17 Other Important Things to Remember by Steve 

Jenkins 

 The Bravest Dog Ever: The True Story of Balto by Natalie Standiford and Donald 

Cook 

 The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins: An Illuminating History of Mr. 

Waterhouse Hawkins, Artist and Lecturer by Barbara Kerley and Brian Selznick 

 2030: A Day in the Life of Tomorrow's Kids by Amy Zuckerman and Jim Daly 

 A City Through Time by Philip Steele 

 Castle by David Macaulay  

 Alex the Parrot: No Ordinary Bird: A True Story by Stephanie Spinner 

 Where Do Presidents Come From?: And Other Presidential Stuff of Super Great 

Importance by Michael Townsend 

 D'Aulaire's Book Of Greek Myths by Ingri and Edgar Parin d'Aulaire  

 Mission: Mars by Pascal Lee 

 

 

  


